
Pumpkin and Edelweiss, 
a team of Gypsy horses owned
by Syneva and Sid Blatchford,

await their next wagonful of
eager event attendees.

The Montrose Botanic Gardens were decked out for the
holidays, welcoming the community to the Garden of Lights
on the nights of December 14-15, 21-22 and 26. The five-
night event drew over 5,000 people into the Gardens –
equivalent to 24% of the population of the City of Montrose!

In addition to hundreds of strings of lights along garden paths
and displays, other highlights of the event included horse-
drawn wagon rides, a close-up photo opportunity at the new
horse barn, Santa in his 18-foot tipi and free hot cocoa.

“It was rather surreal, especially in the fog on the last night,
to see people wandering slowly and taking in the moments,” 

noted the event team’s leader, Sara Ungrodt. “But, how
fortunate to be able to provide this space where people wanted
to experience what our volunteers put together. And how
blessed we were with such warm weather and a full moon!”

Volunteers cheerfully began putting hundreds of hours into
decorating the Gardens at the end of October, with finishing
touches applied just days before the gates opened.

Returning after a two-year break, this year’s event marked the
seventh Garden of Lights. First hosted by MBS in 2014, the
event was originally created as a way to increase community
awareness of the Botanic Gardens.

Garden of Lights a Glowing Success
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Clockwise from top left:  
The Tunnel of Lights and Santa’s tipi in the quiet of dusk. 
Santa (Rich Plankis) gets an unexpected kiss!
Count and Commander, Percherons owned by Matt &
Marci Miles, meet their fans.

“Deer Creek” along the Promenade is a delightful
first display for visitors.
Volunteers take a wagon ride at the end of the night.
Captain and Cotton, two more Percherons driven by
Matt Miles, bring their wagon around the track.
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Garden of Garden of De-Lights!De-Lights!




